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Amendments \n the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the instant 
application: 

Tjstiiig of Claims! 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of providing promotional material to 

consumers comprising: 

^ t^ftrf^l iatit computer svstem genera ting a m er chant requftBt to stimulate commerce 

fnr at IrrrI Q^ f ! merchant speci fied product; 

establishing a computer communications session between [[ a ]] aie.merchant 
computer syswm and a third-party remote shopping stimulation system, wherein tfa a 
mBTflhant le qnP^^ is eonveved t ^^ tti« third-partv remote ahoppinp stimumign system ; 

said third-party remote shopping stimulation system reading consumer purchase 
information fi om said merchant computer system, said consumer purchase information 
comprising consumer identifying information and product information; 

based least in part on said consumer purohaae information, identifying one or 
more potential consumere of t>u t i or moro produotfl the at. least pne mfiiyhant specified 
product 

in said third-party remote shopping stimulation system, associating said 
promotional Taaterial corresponding to said at laa^t one mturhant ■jpfreified product eae-w 
moro produot a with said identified consumers; and 

making said promotional material available to said identified consumers using a 
promotional material delivery system. 

2. (Cui«ntly Amended) The method of claim 1. said identifying step further 
comprising determining a product consumption rate from said consumer purchase 
information 1o identify said one or more potential consumers of the at least onQ mCTChant 
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specified proi^ucL wherein the produc t «m8umption rate ia UBe4 tp detennine ihat ,., ^ 
pteviouslv purchased product is due t o be replaced or upgrade^ ono or moni produoto 
ond offering ooid ono or more oongumwa eguivolont, but diff e ront produot s. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wheyein said pypmptfonal 
niaterial and said consumer purchase information include person to p erson transactions 
and Tntemet'based transactions, 

wherein s oid at e p of rooding oonaumor purohooo informotion io gooponaivo to a ro e roha at 
r e qu esfc 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim I, wherein each said step is 
performed responsive to the merchant fivstem d etecting a business necessity-ki-^w 
i | . „n .. *n^ . ,.,r.,nj;nm nnf nyflt a m ^ wherein sai d business necessity is at least one of m 
ftsfiftciated merchant havinp excess inventor and a n associated merchant experiencing a 
revenue shortfall . 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said consumer 
purchase information is read from a purchase history database comprising consumer 
purchase information for a pluraUty of different merchants, and Wherein the third-part^; 
rflpiotB fihop pine stimulation system respop Ha tn merchant raquests from said plurality of 
different merchants . 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said at kftst Offe 
merchant spaeified products one or more produot s-include services. 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, said product information 
comprising product expiration information and product identifying information, wherein 
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said step of identifying one or more potential consumers of products is based upon the 
expiration information of products. 

8. (Origiral) The meUiod of claim 1, wherein said promotional material made 
available to S£4d identified consumers is in electronic format 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said promotional material made 
available to SJiid identified consumers is in printed format. 

10. (Currently Amended) A system for providing promotional material to 

consimiers comprising: 

a plun^itv of mcrchatit comp u ter aystems each confiorured to generate a merchant 
ipqi^fest to atir aulate commerce for at leaat one merchant specified produqt: 

a shopping stimulation logic unit for identifying one or more potential consumers 
of flie at leaat one meiy ^fttii ; f^eci fi ed produc t one or rooro produotaJn response to 
received requests from said merchant computer systems, and for identifying a business 
necessity, wlieiein said shopping stimuktion logic unit is disposed in a third-party 
computer syscem that is remote from a merchant and consumer computer system; [[and,]] 

a promotional information database, accessible by said shopping stimulation logic 
unit, for storing promotional information relating to said pt least one merchani: specified 
product QUO jr more produoto, wherein said promotional information database includes 
promotional information for a plurality of different merchants[[ . ]]i_and. 

ft promotional m»*^a\ deliver ^ «vstftm confuniTed to make Said promotional, 
ti^ ft ^al available to said identi fie<i consumers. 
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1 1 . (Original) The system of claim 10, ftirther oomprising: 

a consumer purchase infonnation data structure for storing consumer identiiying 
information and product infonnation corresponding to a purchase transaction. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 10, further comprising: 

a commerce system for collecting said consumer purchase information in a 
computer coniinunications network environment 

13. (Cuncntly Amended) The system of claim 10, ftxrther con^rising: 

a point of sale system for collecting said consumer purchase infonnation from in , 
■tfft ye and Internet purohaaeB . 

14. (Original) The system of claim 10, further comprising: 

a men:ha»t inventory management system for interfacing with said shopping 
stimulation logic unit. 

15. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 10. wherein said |>UsiAffSS 
nftfiftfiRit y is at least one of an associated mer chant having excess inventor and an 
qftftootated mcirehflnt experiencing a r evemie shortfall. 

fuTthor oompiioing i a doliver>T fl yatem for doliv&ring promotional material flfloooiotod with 
flwd-e no or more produoto to aaid one or moro conaumoro. 

16. (Currently Amended) A machine readable storage, having stored thereon a 
computer pn>gram having a plurality of code sections executable by a machine for 
causing the machine to perfonn the steps of: 

^ merchant computer svstem gene rating a merchant request to stimulate ftftffimgrce 
fftr flt }cMt mie merchf*tit specified product: 
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establisWng a computer communications session between [[ a ]] the_TOerchant 
computer system and a third-party remote shopping stimulation system , wherem the 
Tp^ fchant reouftst is conveyed to the third-party Toaote shopp inR atin^tflfttjon sygtein; 

said (h Jd-party remote shopping stimulation system leading consumer purchase 
information fiom said merchant computer system, said consumer purchase information 
comprising consumer identifying information and product information; 

based nt least in part on said consumer purchase information^ identifying one or 
more potential consumers of u u u or more produoto th» at least one merchant spegifipd 
BTOdttOt; 

in saii third-party remote shopping stimulation system, associating said 
promotional material corresponding to said at least one piftT^ohant speffifigd product a»fr«? 
moro produettt with said identified consumers; and 

making said promorional material available to said identified consumers using a 

promotional toaterial delivery system. 

17. (CutTcatly Amended) The machine readable storage of claim 16, said 
identifying step flirthcr comprising deteruuning a product consumption rate from said 
consumer pmchase information to identify said one or more potentiaUonsumers of flifiji 

least one me:^^ant apecif i^H product, wherein the PTodiltft fifiPSttmPtion rStg IS MSPd to 
(^ermine thf A ft previousl y purohaeed product is due to he replftfifid OT Upgraded, one-er 
moit products and ofyoriug ooid one or moro oonsumora oguivolont, but difforont produota 

18. (Currently Amended) The machine readable storage of claim 16. >vherein 
said promotional material and gflid coj f *^um^ purchase information include person j Q 
pargnn fw^pfia ctions ftn4 Intemet-hftSftd trflnsaotions. 

wherein said stop of reading oonaumor pmohoao infonnotiou ia roaponoive to o mcrohant 

luuiawoini 
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19. (Currently Amended) The machine readable storage of claim 16, wherein 
each said steis is performed responsive to the, mei-ohflnt system detecting a business 
necessity l i t an invontoty roanug a m B at oyatwn. wherein aaid business B^cessity is at least 
one of an aswelated ingrchant havi np excess inventor and an aBSooiated mef(;hafft 
^xperiencin p a revenu e shortfall. 

20. (Currently Amended) The machine readable storage of claim 16, wherein 
said oonsumc-r purchase information is read from a puichase histoty database comprising 
consumer putchase information for a plurality of different merchants, and wtoin the 
third-paitv rei^Qte shoppinp stimulati o n avatem responds to merchant requests from said 
plurality of different merchants . 

21. (Currently Amended) The machine readable storage of claim 16, wherein 
said at Icaat one me«shant specified products one or roopo produotn i nclude services. 

22. (Previously Presented) The machine readable storage of claim 16. said 
product information comprising product expiration information and product identifying 
information, wherein said step of identifying one or more potential consumers of 
products is biised upon the expiration information of products. 

23. (Origijtal) The machine readable storage of claim 16, wherein said promotional 
material mada available to said identified consumers is in electronic format. 

24. (Original) The machine readable storage of claim 16, wherein said promotional 
material made available to said identified consumers is in printed format. 
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